GUIDELINES FOR AGRICULTURAL CLASSIFICATION
*Forestry and Agricultural Best Management Practices must be evident at time of inspection*
In order to start the process of acquiring an agricultural classification, the lands to be considered for agricultural classification must be used primarily for bona fide agricultural purposes on January 1st of that year.  A completed agricultural classification application (DR-482) and other appropriate documentation to support the application must be filed with the Property Appraiser’s Office by the March 1st deadline. 
COMMERCIAL LIVESTOCK 

	Commercial livestock shall include those animals bred and or raised for commercial purposes.

Examples of such livestock include but are not limited to cattle, sheep, swine, goats, horses, alpaca, ostrich and other animals that are bred and raised for commercial consumption, products, or use. Animals bred or raised for private use or consumption do not qualify


COMMERCIAL ROW CROPS
	Commercial row crops shall consist of those crops raised and produced for commercial consumption


TIMBER/TREE FARMS
	Timber that qualifies for the Agricultural classification shall be for commercial purposes.

A Forestry Management Plan must be filed along with the application and proof of adherence to the Forestry Management Plan must be evident. Best Management practices should be evident at time of annual inspection


ORCHARDS AND GROVES
	Orchards and Groves shall consist of those fruit crops grown and harvested for commercial purposes. Good farming practices, care and management of orchards and groves shall be evident at time of annual inspection.


SOD, PASTURE, GRASS, HAY
	Sod, turf, hay and pastureland shall be for commercial harvest and or grazing activities. Field management and cultivation must follow standard commercial farming practices (fertilizing, liming, weed control, and harvesting)


SPECIALTY CROPS AND “U-PICK” OPERATIONS
	Specialty Crops include but are not limited to blueberries, strawberries, grapes, blackberries and other specialty fruits and vegetables and shall be for commercial use. “U-Pick” operations shall follow and practice standard commercial farming practices (fertilizing, irrigation, planting rates, tilling, weed control and harvesting).


In order to be considered for Agriculture Classification, Florida law states you must be involved in a bona fide commercial Agriculture practice (FS 193.461). Department of Revenue rule (12D-5.001) defines this as follows: Good faith commercial agriculture use of property is defined as the pursuit of an agriculture activity for a reasonable profit or at least upon a reasonable expectation of meeting investment cost and realizing a reasonable profit. The profit or reasonable expectation therefore must be viewed from the standpoint of the fee owner and measured in light of his investment. 
Florida Statutes 193.461(3)(a) states that before classifying lands as “agricultural”, the property appraiser may require the taxpayer or the taxpayers representative to furnish such information as may reasonably be required to establish that such lands were actually used for a bona fide agricultural purpose.

