MINUTES

CRISP COUNTY BOARD OF ASSESSORS 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 4, 2009

The Crisp County Board of Assessors met with all members present. Tim Quick, Chief Appraiser was also present. 

First item on the agenda was to approve the minutes for the February 4th meeting. Motion made by Mrs. Bishop to approve. Second by Mr. Jackson. Motion carried.

Next item on the agenda was a report of monies turned into the Finance Department for the month of February. Cash $11.00, coins $19.74 and no checks for a total of $30.74

Motion made by Mrs. Bishop to accept the report as submitted. Second by Mr. Powell. Motion carried.

Next Item on the agenda was Posey Farms LLC. The property is in a conservation use covenant and the house is now being rented which is a breach of the original covenant.

Mr. Larry Lewis, owner of Posey Farms LLC. asked the Board what his options are for 2009. It was explained to Mr. Lewis that O.C.G.A. 48-5-7.4 does not allow for a non- conforming use and therefore a breach has occurred.

Next item on the agenda was C. C. Williams Farms LLLP. Mr. Williams has property in conservation use covenants that has residential buildings. He asked the Board for permission to remove the residential buildings from the covenant and allow him to rent these properties. Mr. Williams was informed that once property has entered into a covenant, that it would be a breach if the residences were rented. He was also informed that the residences could only be excluded before entering the covenant or after the covenant has expired. Any non-conforming use would be a breach of the covenant. 

A motion was made by Mr. Powell to allow Mr. Williams and Mr. Lewis to breach their covenants without penalty and allow them to re-sign for new covenants excluding the residences due to the fact that he wasn’t sure that the rules and regulation were fully explained to the property owners. Second by Mr. Jackson. Mr. Powell and Mr. Jackson voting yes. Mr. Hill, Mrs. Bishop and Mr. Hunt voting no. Motion failed.

There was a brief discussion concerning preparing a document to be signed by the applicant stating that the rules and regulations had been explained to them and the consequences of breaching the covenant. Mr. Quick said he would prepare a document for the boards review.    

Next item on the agenda was the review and approval of CUVA applications.

Mrs. Bishop made a motion that the applications be approved. Second by Mr. Jackson. Motion carried.

The next item on the agenda was the approval of homestead exemption applications filed thru March 3rd, 2009. Motion made by Mr. Powell to approve the applications as submitted. Second by Mr. Hill. Motion carried.

Next item on the agenda was a boat owned by Nathalee Etheridge. Mrs. Etheridge stated that the boat was purchased and sold in 2000. Mr. Powell made a motion that the value of the boat be removed for years 2001 and 2002. Second by Mr. Jackson. Motion carried.

There was a brief discussion concerning a letter written by Rhonda C. Stillwell to the County Commission relating to personal property owned by he father, Jack Carter in 2005. A motion was made by Mr. Jackson to send a memo to the County Commission 

stating that the Board of Assessors feels it has properly assessed this property. However

the Board of Assessors has no objection to the Commission releasing the taxes due.

There was a brief discussion concerning the educational requirements for the upcoming year. No motions made. No action taken.

Next item on the agenda was personal property owned by Ironwood Pub and Grill.

This property was also assessed as Shoreline Development LLC and was billed to both entities. Motion made by Mr. Powell to remove the assessment for Ironwood Pub and Grill. Second by Mrs. Bishop. Motion carried.

There was a brief discussion concerning the purchasing of two vests for fieldwork. Mrs. Bishop made a motion to purchase these vest. Second by Mr. Powell. Motion carried. 

Mr. Quick reported to the board the he had purchased a measuring wheel for measuring parking lots, ect…. Purchase was made from Wells Hardware for approximately $100.00 

There was a brief discussion concerning the sale of data requested by the public or other business entities. Motion made by Mr. Powell that the cost for all data or medium be paid in advance. When payment is received the request will be fulfilled. Second by Mr. Hill. Motion carried. This will be added to the office policies and procedures.

Mr. Quick reported to the board that Norbord has filed its real property return and that it is considerably less than 2008. No motion made. No action taken. 

The next item discussed was property owned by Blackshear Springs LLC. This property is divided into several parcels. In  2008 the acreage was shown as 355.58 acres. A survey

was completed in 2008 and shows a total acreage of 326.48. The plat was recorded December 29, 2008. Motion made by Mr. Powell to recommend a refund for the over payment based on the survey. Second by Mrs. Bishop. Motion carried.

There was a brief discussion about House Bill 233. No Motions made. No Action taken.

The next item discussed was the 2009 sales ratio study performed from WinGap. Mr. Quick advised the board that based on the 2008 qualified sales, the sales ratio for all classes of property is 32.41 %. Data has been compiled to begin a revaluation process for 2009. Mr. Quick advised the board that the 2009 digest year is the year in which the Department of Revenue will conduct its three-year review of Crisp County. To be in compliance with the rules and regulations of the State of Georgia and the Department of Revenue, the sales ratio should be between 36% and 44%.

Mr. Powell made a motion that based on the economic conditions in Crisp County that the approved values for 2008 be used for the 2009 digest. Adjustments for new construction, additions or deletions, ect… should be reflected in the 2009 valuations.

Second by Mrs. Bishop. Mr. Powell, Mrs. Bishop and Mr. Jackson voting yes. Mr. Hill voting no. Motion carried.    

Motion made by Mrs. Powell to adjourn. Second by Mrs.Bishop. Motion carried.

