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Instructions to 2008 Value Adjustment Board (VAB)
Agricultural Classification Petitioners

1. Agricultural Classification Petitions.  With respect to denials of timely filed agricultural classification applications, you must FILE YOUR COMPLETED PETITION ON OR BEFORE THE 30TH DAY FOLLOWING THE MAILING OF THE NOTICE OF DENIAL by the Property Appraiser.  A petition is considered filed on the date it is received (not merely postmarked) by the VAB, as mailed to Attn: Deanna Lockamy, Clerk of the Circuit Court, P.O. Box 2269, Panama City, FL 32402 or hand delivered Monday through Friday during regular business hours to Attn: Deanna Lockamy, Clerk of the Circuit Court, 300 E. 4th Street, Panama City, FL 32401   (850)747-5102.  The petition must be completed, signed, notarized and accompanied by the $15 filing fee (call the Clerk of Courts office for fee information if filing on more than one parcel) with the check made out to the Clerk of Courts.

2. Petitions filed after the above deadline, but within fifteen days thereafter, will be considered untimely and will not be heard unless you first establish good cause justifying late filing.  12D-10-003, Fla Admin. Code.  Petitions filed after the additional fifteen day late-filed period will not be accepted for hearings.

3. The Property Appraiser’s determinations are presumed correct and the petitioning owner has the burden of proof in overcoming this presumption.  This proof can be provided through your petition, documentary evidence and testimony.

4. The VAB has appointed Special Magistrates to take testimony and make recommendations, which the VAB may act upon without further hearing 194.035, Fla. Statutes.

5. The VAB’s function is to impartially review the denial of agricultural classification brought to its attention by petitioning owners.  The same laws and regulations bind the VAB, its special magistrates and the Property Appraiser in granting agricultural classifications.
6. You may present testimony and other evidence with or without an attorney.  An authorization letter for non-attorney representation must be provided in advance to the VAB.  The Property Appraiser may be represented by an attorney in defending his decisions and will present testimony and other evidence.  All witnesses are required to testify under oath.   If you wish to present any documentary evidence, you must present it to the Property Appraiser, who must receive it in duplicate at least fifteen days prior to the hearing date.

(This memo generally advises you of VAB procedures, but is not intended to provide you with specific legal advice.)

Respectfully,

Bay County Property Appraiser’s Office
TELEPHONE: (850) 248-8401  FAX: (850) 248-8447
dsowell@baypa.net
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